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OPEN LETTER

NO MORE DEATHS OF CHILDREN IN WA PRISONS-
CLOSE UNIT 18, REFORM YOUTH JUSTICE NOW

Dear Premier Cook,
We represent leaders and experts from across the state.

The evidence revealed in the Coronial Inquest into the death of 16-year-old Cleveland
Dodd inside Unit 18 has been both astonishing and damning.

It has exposed massive failings in the management of youth detention.

It has been revealed that Unit 18 was never able to provide children the support they needed.
Instead, these young people were locked down for more than 22 hours a day, in filthy
cells with soiled clothes.

And the public servants who oversaw it's opening knew it would be unable to provide basic care,
including observation cells, access to services, and education.

The government was warned by WA's own prison inspector as far back as 2021 that they were
breaching human rights conventions. That conditions inside detention amounted to ‘cruel,
inhuman, and degrading’ forms of punishment.

The former Director-General of Justice gave testimony that conditions in WA’s youth
detention facilities were a form of ‘institutional abuse of children.’

Senior public servants admitted Unit 18 was founded on ‘a series of grievous lies.’
Lies that Unit 18 would or could be safe.

Lies that were told to the Minister, to the children, to the families, and to the public.
But Unit 18 wasn’t safe. It never could be.
And in October 2023, a child inside Unit 18 took his own life.

The practice of keeping WA children inside a maximum-security adult prison must stop. The
cycle of abuse and irreparable harm to children in government institutions must stop. WA'’s youth
justice system is a stain upon the character of our state.

We call on you to heed the words of Coroner Urquhart and close Unit 18 as a matter of
urgency, immediately.

We call on you to commit to a transformation and overhaul of the entire youth justice
system, which is failing on every possible measure.



We stand in support of the proven solutions like Social Reinvestment WA's Blueprint for a Better
Future. Experts have been advocating for evidence-based and practical solutions transform our

youth justice system into one that works.

The abuse of children in state government institutions should not be politicised.
The lives of young people should not be politicised.

Closing Unit 18 and investing in evidence-based alternatives across our youth justice system is
an investment in community safety. In children’s wellbeing. In future health and mental health.
For generations to come.

We call on you Premier, to right this wrong.

We ask you to act now to end the abuse of children happening on your watch, at the
hands of your government, in a suburb of our capital city.

Your government has the power to change this story. To save more young people from a fate
like Cleveland’s.

Signed by,
Name Title Organisation
1. Sophie Stewart Principal Manager Social Reinvestment WA
2. Louise Giolitto CEO WACOSS
3. Amanda Hunt Director WA 54 Reasons
4. Chelsea McKinney CEO Community Legal WA
5. Rachael McPhail Indigenous Rights Amnesty International
Campaign Organiser Australia
6. Aidan Ricciardo Lecturer UWA Law School
7. Dr Jessica Kerr Lecturer UWA Law School
8. Stella Tarrant Assoc Professor UWA Law School
9. Fiona McGaughey Associate Professor UWA Law School
10. | Dr Hayley Passmore Lecturer UWA Law School
11. | Amy Thomasson Associate Lecturer UWA Law School
12. | Mary Anne Kenny Associate Professor Murdoch University School
of Law and Criminology
13. [ Clare Mullen Executive Director \TVTIth Consumers’ Council



https://www.socialreinvestmentwa.org.au/blueprint-for-a-better-future

14. | Darren Munday CEO Consumers of Mental
Health WA
15. | Fiona Stanley Patron Telethon Kids Institute
16. | Devon Cuimara Founder/CEO Aboriginal Males Healing
Centre
17. | Antonia Hendrick Senior Lecturer UWA
18. | Marty Seelander CEO Pakaanu Aboriginal
Corporation
19. | Jamie Walvisch Senior Lecturer UWA Law School
20. | Melanie Hopkinson EO Financial counsellors
Association of WA
21. | Dawn Smith Acting CEO Palmerston Association
22. | Mindy Sotiri Executive Director Justice Reform Initiative
23. | Mick Geaney Community Member
24. | Peter Dowding Former WA Premier and
Barrister
25. Hilde Tubex Professor UWA law school
26. | Charles Watson Public Health Physician
27. | Chris Lewis Former consultant & Retiree
NFP board member
28. | Stephan Lund Professor UWA Social Work and
Social Policy
29. | Carol Bower Emeritus Professor UWA
30. | Ben Webb General Manager - Waalitj Foundation
Justice programs
31. | Alex Arpino Development Alcohol and Other Drug
Coordinator Consumer and Community
Coalition
32. | Associate Professor Hannah Member UN Permanent Forum for
McGlade Indigenous Issues
33. | Adjunct Professor George CEO National Justice Project

Newhouse




34. | Sandy McKiernan CEO Youth Affairs Council of
WA
35. | Dr Rosemary Cant Adjunct UWA Social Work and
Social Policy
36. | Bella Broadway Founder & Managing Connection And Wellbeing
Director Australia (CAWA)
37. | Louise Lamont CEO Phoenix Support &
Advocacy Service
38. | Tina Williams CEO Volunteering WA
39. | Debra Barnes CEO Sexual Health Quarters
40. | Ashleigh Dickson CEO Hello Initiative
41. | Sharon Gough CEO Indigo Junction
42. | Darrell Henry Consultant Aboriginal Psychologist
43. | Matt Ryan Vice Chair Alcohol and Other Drug
Consumer and Community
Coalition
44. | Tania Murray CEO Youth Involvement Council
Inc
45, | Dr Bep Uink Senior Research Fellow | Kulbardi Aboriginal Centre
46. | Martin Smith CEO Ebenezer Aboriginal
Corporation
47. | Sharna Walley Senior Manager Murdoch University
48. | Allana Sheppard Senior Advisor Murdoch University
49. | Olman Walley Aboriginal Business Boorloo Aboriginal Cultural
Owner Experience
50. | Pat Ryan OAM CEO Dismantle
51. | Susan Rooney CEO Vinnies WA
52. | Jaime Yallup Farrant Convenor Climate justice union WA
53. | Lorna Geraghty Youth Programs Youth Affairs Council of
Manager Western Australia
54. | Steve Dyson Team Leader 54reasons




55. | Kelly Robertson Youth, Community & Bundiyarra Aboriginal
Health Services Community (Aboriginal
Manager Corporation)
56. | Andrew Hall JP CEO Perth Inner City Youth
Service - PICYS
57. | Anna Copeland Associate Professor Murdoch University School
of Law and Criminology
58. | Cathcart Weatherly Community Member
59. | Zrinka Highfield CEO Samaritans WA
60. | Dani Wright Toussaint Youth Services Manager | Perth Inner City Youth
Service (PICYS)
61. | Dr Jonathan Hallett Senior Lecturer Curtin School of Population
Health
62. | Francis Lynch Director Youth Legal Service
63. | Tamara Tulich Associate Professor UWA Law School
64. | Tony Pietropiccolo AM Director Centrecare Inc.
65. | Wyatt Teakle CRSW SUSD
66. | Alicia Keenan Policy and Project YHAC
Support Officer
67. | Sarah Quinton Development Executive | Valuing Children Initiative
68. | Dylan Storer President UN Youth WA
69. | Chloe Collard CEO Geraldton Streetwork
Aboriginal Corporation
70. | Kylie Wrigley Researcher Climate Justice Union and
Edith Cowan University
71. | Claudia Bedford Senior Educator The YEP Project (YACWA)
72. | Melissa Porter Area Manager Youth Mission Australia
Services.
73. | Laurel Sellers CEO Yorgum Healing Services
74. | Wayne Nannup CEO ALSWA
75. | Kylie Hansen Executive Director Impact Seed




76. | Zoe Sullivan Coordinator Youth Educating Peers
Project (YACWA)
78. | Fran Haintz Director Grounded Impact
79. | Alex Hughes Lead The Equity Project
80. | Mark Glasson CEO Anglicare WA
81. | Justine Colyer CEO Rise
82. | Gee Anderson Board Director Perth Inner City Youth
Service (PICYS)
83. | Denis Reynolds Judge, Former
President of the
Children’s Court
84. | Larissa Muir CEO 12 Buckets inc
85. | Nicki McKenzie Events & Fundraising Essential Personnel
86. | Paulette Anderson Service Manager Youth Focus Meekatharra
87. | Taralnnes Advocacy Director WA Justice Association
88. | Roanna Lobo Senior Lecturer Curtin University
89. | Dawn Wallam CEO Yorganop
90. | Rebecca Gillis Research Officer Kulbardi Aboriginal Centre
91. | Caitlin Reiger CEO Human Rights Law Centre
92. | Maggie Munn First Nations Justice Human Rights Law Centre
Director
93. | Dawn McAleenan CEO Crosslinks
94. Sarah Boomer Coordinator, Student Murdoch University
Wellbeing
95. | Melissa Dinnison Associate Lecturer UWA School of Indigenous
Studies
96. | Penny Webb CEO People Who Care




97.

Danny Ford OAM

Chairperson

Wungening Aboriginal

Corporation
98. Jessica Bradford Coordinator, Global Murdoch University
Engagement
99. | Maria Harries AM Sen Hon Research The University of Western
Fellow Australia
100. | Vanessa Hoefler Senior WIL Officer Murdoch University
101. | Des Martin CEO Aboriginal Health Council
of Western Australia
102. | Kelly Parsons Manager Student Murdoch University
Wellbeing and Equity
Projects
103. | Sarah Toovey Acting CEO Ruah Legal Services
104. | Sophie Moeinisam Student as Partners Murdoch University
Project Officer
105. | Freda Ogilvie Principal /Whadjak Elder | elder
106. | Taryn Harvey CEO Western Australian
Association for Mental
Health (WAAMH)
107. | Mairéad Grant Deputy CEO WAAC
108. | Carol Martin JP OAM BASW CEO Gooljak boodja
109. | Angie Perkins COO Youth Focus
110. | Natalie Sangalli CEO Dress for Success Western
Australia
111. | Kate O’Hara CEO Foodbank WA




112. | Debra Zanella CEO Ruah Community Services

113. | Damien Parriman CEO KRED Enterprises Pty Ltd

114. | Daniel Pisani WA State Manager Kids First
Australia/Whitelion Youth

115. | Meredith Blake Professor Law School UWA

116. | Jennie Gray CEO Women’s Legal Service
WA

117. | Michelle Dillon CEO Ngala

118. | Trevor Ryan Aboriginal Edith Cowan University

Research/Advisor Joonadalup

119. | Blake Cansdale A/National Director Change the Record

120. | David Murray Strategic Projects Lead | Jesuit Social Services

121. | Mindy Blaise Director Centre for People, Place, &
Planet, Edith Cowan
University

122. | Tanya Sim CEO Block Branding and
CoChair CAMHS Lived
Experience Advisory
Group

123. | Jody Nunn CEO Reconciliation WA

124. | Nolan Hunter Reconciliation WA Reconciliation WA

Co-Chair
125. | Jo Sadler CEO Wanslea
126. | Jacqueline McGowan-Jones Community Member




127. | Tim Grey-Smith Executive Director Community
Employers WA
128. | Raffaella Fecondi Co-Head Port Senior School
129. | Roxy Moore Noongar Lawyer And
Activist
130. Foundation for Young

Australians




